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Major Utah TOD on Track
While much of the nation suffers from a slow construction
and real estate market, developers in West Valley City, a fastgrowing suburb of 129,000 located just west of Salt Lake City,
recently broke ground on a major transit-oriented development.
When complete, Fairbourne Station will be a $500 million
mixed use project that includes new civic, residential, and commercial uses.
The West Valley City Intermodal Center, around which
Fairbourne Station is being built, is the terminus of a new fourstation, five-mile spur off the TRAX light rail line. That line,
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block site, will eventually construct 1,000 high-end urban
residential units, 200,000 square feet of office space, and
200,000 square feet of retail space on a site that had a number
of derelict commercial buildings. The site will include a new
city hall, court building, public safety building, and county
library, as well as a four-acre park.
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Fairbourne Station will include a city hall, library, and other civic uses,
as well as a grand promenade and plaza with water features. The
site has been a community gathering place for 150 years, ever since
Joseph Fairbourne opened a weigh station for vendors en route to
Salt Lake City markets.
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which began construction in 2008, is in turn one of five major
projects of the Utah Transportation Authority’s Frontlines 2015
program, which will add 70 miles to the existing 64-mile rail
network by 2015. The West Valley TRAX Line was expected to
open in August. It will connect at the intermodal center to a UTA
bus rapid transit line, which was launched in 2008 and is the first
on the Wasatch Front.
Construction at Fairbourne Station started in July with
a $27 million hotel being built under a deal in which the
city owns and finances the building and leases it back to the
Hilton Corporation. The Redevelopment Authority of West
Valley City, acting as master developer of the 40-acre, four-

Regional reach
Critical elements for Fairbourne Station were put in place
more than a decade ago. A two-year regional planning effort
conducted by Envision Utah resulted in a “quality growth”
strategy marked by voluntary, locally implemented, marketbased solutions to growth. In 2002, Envision Utah commissioned Calthorpe Associates to produce transit-oriented development guidelines for the Wasatch Front, which identified
the center of West Valley City as a prime target for TOD.
The transit agency agreed, and began planning for a light-rail
extension into the city.
In 2004 city planning staff created the “city center zone”
to allow for high-density, mixed uses that would support
transit. At final build out, the city expects density of 64 units
to the acre, well above the 25 to 30 units needed to support
transit. That transit will provide service to more than two
million people who live within 15 minutes of West Valley’s
city center.
“In a very methodical way we’ve planned for a development
that will make a difference for our residents,” says director of
community and economic development Nicole Cottle, who
has worked on the project for nearly 12 years.
In a region that is planning for an additional 1.4 million
residents in the next 30 years, strong regional planning is
essential, says Cottle. “We see growth as an opportunity
rather than a challenge,” she adds. “Because of our careful
planning and the region’s long-range general plan, we’re
uniquely situated.”
—Chris Blanchard

Blanchard writes on urban issues from his home in Boise, Idaho.

Meghan Stromberg is Planning’s news editor. Please send information about possible news stories to mstromberg@planning.org, or call her at 312-786-6385.
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